
Lois and Cath's Big Adventure 
 
 
It all started with me wanting to go and see "Utes in the Paddock" however the trouble with this is that 
the Utes are 70km west of Parkes which is a bit far for a day trip.  So that then led to the decision to hang 
a few more activities around the whole adventure.  I have seen a fair amount of Australia (mostly before 
they sealed the roads) however I had never been to Broken Hill and given my  predilection for holding 
BHP shares it seemed a fairly obvious pilgrimage.  So the great adventure was born and Cath did 99% of 
the organising and did so brilliantly.   
 
We left on Sunday morning 
tootling out of Sydney on the 
M7 with our provisions clinking 
in the back.  The advantage with 
a road trip like this is that it 
gives us the opportunity to stop 
at those places that you 
normally roar past with our 
cultural noses in the air and 
delight in their very Australian-
ness.  Like the Dog on the 
Tuckerbox at Gundagai2.  
 
After Wagga we pretty much 
headed due west on the Sturt 
Highway following the 
Murrumbidgee River.  The rains 
that we'd had over the past 
month make things pretty 
exceedingly lush east of Wagga however once we passed to the west things started to dry out.  The river 
floodplain is pretty much dead flat and we stopped for the first night in Hay. 
 

Our accommodation was at The 
Bank B & B which was in an old 
bank building which gave us a 
chance to luxuriate in the sort of 
décor that I normally only see in 
House and Garden magazines.  
We had a lovely twin room with 
plenty of space to spread out 
and the bathroom was bigger 
than my apartment. 
 
We both slept exceedingly well 
and woke to a delightful spread 
courtesy of Sally, our host, in a 
fabulously appointed dining 
room. 
 

                                                      
1 We hired a car from Bayswater car rentals, the "No Birds" logo on the door resulted in a lot of conversation 
starters.  Cath's response was to tell them that it meant that birds wouldn't shit on the car, or any other animal for 
that matter.  I am a lot more technical and explained that it was due to the initial advertising slogan of the company 
back in the 1980s, which of course required an explanation of the hire car industry at that point in time.  No wonder 
people think I'm boring. 
2 This trip also gave me the opportunity to test out my new SLR camera.  However the lighting wasn't particularly 
good so that photo isn't included. 

 

Cath striking a particularly agricultural pose outside The Bank B &B1 
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After heading out from Hay we 
followed the Sturt Highway 
where the road veers away from 
the Murrumbidgee River.  The 
next stop was Yanga 
Homestead which is a historic 
homestead overlooking Yanga 
Lake.  The homestead was built 
around 1870 and it was lovely to 
walk around. 
 
We picked up some juicy and 
delicious oranges in Mildura 
where the farm gate vendors 
operated on honesty system.  
You just pulled up, selected 
your fruit and then place the 
required cash in on honesty box.  I certainly couldn't imagine a system like that working around Sydney.   
 
The insect life had also started to pick up which meant that petrol stops included scraping the bug guts 
off the windscreen.  After a couple of days the front of the car started resembling some kind of avant-
garde painting3. 
 

We then headed north to Lake 
Mungo.  This was pretty much 
gravel road driving for most of 
the distance and despite the 
earlier rains the roads had been 
well maintained so it was pretty 
straightforward (apart from 
some spots of bull dust).  On 
the road someone with a quirky 
sense of humour had set up this 
attractive rest area which was 
surprisingly under patronised 
apart from a few cows4.  We 
started to see a lot more wildlife 
as well and as the plants got 
greyer as the earth got redder. 
 

Our accommodation was the Lake Mungo resort which had cabins and ours was overlooking the airport.  
Unfortunately there were no arrivals and departures to really excite me.  All cabins had rear veranda 
which was great to sit and admire the view at the end of a long day.  It was the perfect location to have a 
glass of something with cheese.  Plus it was a great spot to enjoy an orange and cup of tea for breakfast. 
 
Lake Mungo is the dry lake bed which had water at the end of the last ice age.  The water levels had risen 
and fallen over the millennia resulting in varied land use patterns.  In the morning we joined an organised 
tour with an indigenous guide of the Walls of China area.  The Walls of China are actually a lunette 
formed by blown sediments from the lake bed over time.   

                                                      
3 It also started to get a lot drier necessitating the application of copious amounts of moisturiser along with 
sunscreen. 
4 Actually given how windy it was out there over the next few days I am wondering if the chairs all blew away, or 
had they been nailed down in some way.  So if anybody is heading out in that direction please tell me if the Rest 
Area is still there. 
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Ivan our guide was excellent 
and very knowledgeable.  As the 
lunette has been formed by 
blown sands it has preserved 
previous fireplaces and burial 
sites which is what makes Lake 
Mungo so interesting.  The 
preserved sites can be accurately 
dated and provide a snapshot of 
life in Australia over 40,000 
years ago.  Furthermore the 
settlements date from a time 
when the mega-fauna still 
roamed so there are remnants of 
many now extinct animals.   
 
There was also this delightful 
Sand Goanna (Varanus gouldii gouldii), he was right next to the path and personally we think that Ivan had 
trained him to sit there and be photogenic for the tourists. 
 

By around midday the wind had 
really started to pick up and we 
were glad that we had the 
morning trip as was going to be 
very windy that afternoon.  We 
are standing on top of the 
lunette looking east; Cath is 
slightly less dishevelled than I 
am mainly because she is 
standing on the leeward side 
 
Following a lunchtime cup of 
tea on our veranda plus another 
application of sunscreen and 
moisturiser we did the self drive 
option around Lake Mungo in 
the afternoon.  The eroded 

lunette is particularly spectacular and without a scientific explanation makes you imagine all sorts of 
reasons for its formation. 
 
The wildlife was spectacular; we 
saw  
 Red Kangaroo 
 Grey Kangaroos 
 Emu 
 Mallee Ringneck Parrot 
 Mallee Dragon 
 Common Bronzewing 
 Crested Pigeon 
And this was all from the car.   
 
The wind had really picked up 
by the end of the day and even 
in sheltered locations you could 
feel the wind buffeting the car.   
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Lake Mungo lends itself to spectacular sunset moments, the light is fantastic. 
 

 
 
We also met up with Ivan again who told us the stories that he had been told of the formation of the 
Southern Cross.  The one he told me is the one where it ends with a giant gum tree which had been 
thrown into the sky being followed by two cockatoos who are seeking their lost home.   
 
We had dinner at Lake Mungo Lodge5 and the wind was picking up even more.  We were really glad of 
our snug little cabin, particularly after driving past the camping ground and watching all those tents being 
buffeted in the wind.  There is something about adverse weather that makes you seriously appreciate the 
creature comforts, like having a loo under the same roof. 
 

The next day we left for Broken 
Hill via Pooncarie, this meant 
more gravel road driving.  The 
wonderful thing about Australia 
is that local advertising is more 
than just merely creative, for 
example this sign for Pooncarie 
Garage.   
 
We drove to Broken Hill via 
Menindee Lakes, which didn't 
have much water at the 
moment.  It was gravel road 
nearly all the way to Menindee 
and from then on it was good to 
get back on the blacktop all the 
way to Broken Hill.   

 
                                                      
5 Lamb Shanks, they were excellent 
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We found our accommodation, the Caledonian bed-and-breakfast which is in a 1897 heritage listed hotel; 
Hugh and Barbara were our hosts.  After the initial formalities we headed out to explore Broken Hill and 
were ably assisted by Cory at the Broken Hill tourist centre who was most helpful in pointing out many of 
the attractions6.  We then had a delightful milkshake at a very retro 1950s style milk bar which had a very 
extensive selection of milkshake flavours. 
 

 
 
We finished the day watching the sunset at the Living Desert.  The Living Desert includes a series of 
sandstone sculptures on a hilltop.  The catch with the sunset viewing was that we were not the only ones 
there, there are about 15 other carloads of tourists plus four coaches came and went during the one-hour 
of sunset.  One group showed how to enjoy themselves by bringing provisions including the red bottled 
variety, we took note.   
 
That evening we had a light 
supper in the Palace Hotel 
which was featured in Priscilla 
Queen of the Desert.  We also 
learned a lesson about portion 
sizes out west and realised a half 
size cheese platter made a very 
good dinner for two Sydney 
gals. 
 
The Caledonian bed and 
breakfast has a wonderful dining 
room with tea and coffee 
making facilities in addition to 
an endless supply of home-
made Anzac biscuits.  There 
were a number of other guests 
                                                      
6 Note, we haven't mentioned any of the art galleries 
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staying which meant that the dining room morning table did look rather sumptuous.   
 
The dining room table was also an excellent location to sit and debrief with a cup of tea and Anzac bickie 
at the end of some energetic sightseeing.  Hugh was particularly generous with his information on local 
attractions and we realised that there were a lot of interesting things to do in the Silver City. 
 

Hugh is coffee aficionado and it 
gets his specially via a bespoke 
roaster who sources from the 
Atherton Tableland.  He is very 
much into coffee art and ours 
came with a "C" and an "L".   
 
There is also a lovely outside 
garden area where you can sit 
and relax under the shade.  
Pierre and Jacques love to keep 
you company particularly if you 
show some enthusiasm for ball 
throwing. 
 
 
 

 
The next day we headed out to Silverton which is the early mining town, it actually predates Broken Hill 
as the first silver and lead deposits were found there.  The development of the larger mines in Broken Hill 
resulted in the decline of Silverton.  Locations around Silverton are amazing and a number of movies and 
television programs have been filmed there.   
 

 
 
The most notable of which is Mad Max 2 and there is a whole museum dedicated to this movie's 
memorabilia (plus some other Mad Max stuff). 
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The museum of is run by 
Adrian who after seeing the 
movie became completely 
obsessed with it.  He then 
immigrated to Australia 2006 
and finally to Silverton in 2009 
where he established the 
museum in 2010.  The museum 
has loads of memorabilia much 
of which has been donated by 
the cast and crew of the movie 
plus replicas.   
 
Understandably in a movie 
where things are designed to 
disintegrate on impact there 
were only bits left of some of 

the original vehicles.  Those bits were souvenired by locals, crew, etc who have donated them to the 
museum.  The museum is a total labour of love on Adrian's part in his enthusiasm is completely 
infectious7. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
7 Immigrating to Oz because of Mad Max makes a lot more sense than wandering around NZ looking for hobbits 

 

Me and Max 
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There is even the right dog in 
residence, mostly being 
exceptionally friendly to the 
patrons.  It's amazing that going 
through a place like this just 
brings back so many memories 
of the movie and the time that it 
came out in.   
 
Cath and I really enjoyed 
ourselves and we regard the 
Mad Max museum as one of the 
real highlights of our trip.  It is 
definitely worth going to 
Broken Hill just to see this 
museum. 
 
 
 

Next door to the Mad Max 
museum is the conveniently 
located Silverton Cafe which 
has excellent food; Cath and I 
enjoyed a bowl of quandong ice 
cream.  It was home-made and 
was absolutely delicious with big 
chunks of quandongs; we 
certainly had expected anything 
of this standard and can 
recommend driving to Silverton 
just to enjoy it. 
 
One of the features of Silverton 
is that the properties have their 
own vehicle out the front8 
which has been decorated by 

local artists.  While VW's tend to feature there are a number of other vehicle types as well. 
 
The Silverton Goal has been has been converted to a museum and features an extensive collection of 
local memorabilia.  While Silverton essentially only lasted around 20 years, in its heyday it was incredibly 
wealthy and there are displays which feature many of the local activities.  Unfortunately we didn't 
designate enough time to really do it justice and to be honest a couple of hours is at least what you need.   
 
We didn't anticipate there to be so much to do in Silverton and were particularly impressed9. 
 

                                                      
8 Even the Catholic Church, however theirs is more of a sombre feature. 
9 Note, we still haven't mentioned any of the art galleries 
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We enjoyed another fabulous 
sunset this time from the Mundi 
Mundi lookout.  This overlooks 
the road where the opening and 
closing sequences of Mad Max 2 
were filmed.  Taking a leaf from 
some of the others at the Living 
Desert sunset we had organised 
a little repast and had a 
delightful tailgate picnic. 
 
It is so flat that you can actually 
to see the curvature of the earth 
and it really is a wonderful 
location to enjoy a desert sunset. 
 
 
 

 
We had a simply fantastic time 
in Broken Hill and can 
thoroughly recommend it as a 
destination10. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The next day we drove to Condobolin via Cobar, which meant more gravel road driving.  However the 
feature of this was that we saw numerous animals including a family of emus and a little echidna11. 
 
Utes in the paddock was inspired by a Route 66 trip across America and features the most quintessential 
Australian cars, the Holden Ute.  Each vehicle has been lovingly decorated by a local artist and the 
Australian sense of humour is very evident.  The artwork on each Ute is described and the donor of the 
original vehicle is also acknowledged. 
 
It is one of those lovely iconic Australian things and was definitely worth the whole trip. 
 

                                                      
10 Note, there is no mention of any of the art galleries 
11 Unfortunately we also saw masses of feral goats 

 

Going . . . . . going . . . . . gone . . . . . all in 10 minutes 
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We were there in the early morning and it was one of those lovely clear dry inland mornings.  The Utes 
are out in the open and are lined up on a north-south axis, so the only word of advice I would give is that 
if you want good photographs being you are better off being there in the afternoon. 
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The Utes are on a working farm so there were sheep in the distance plus those wonderful open paddocks.  
There were plenty of birds around unfortunately I was unable to identify the group that were having an 
altercation in some of the bushes. 
 
So we finally turned the car for Sydney and headed home.  The only other event of note is that we took a 
wrong turning and missed the dish at Parkes12.  However to be honest, after having spent part of my 
childhood on a rocket range missing a satellite dish was no big deal. 
 
We had a totally fab time and are starting to plot and scheme our next adventure. 
 
 
Saturday, 11 October 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
12 Their  net site had mentioned scones which did sound appealing. 

 

Yarn bombers in Broken Hill, yes they're even there 


